
Message to Taxpayers from  
Kittitas County Assessor Marsha Weyand 

(Statement made prior to Ecology's November 25th extension of the well moratorium) 

RCW 84.40.039 allows owners to petition the assessor for a reduction in the assessed value 

of real property at any time within three years of adoption of a restriction by a government 

entity. In the case of the Washington Department of Ecology (DOE) Ground Water 

Withdrawal Moratorium, Kittitas County was initially given indications that a permanent rule 

would replace the 120-day emergency temporary rule that will run out this month. 

However, recent communication from DOE to Kittitas County indicates that a second 

temporary rule will replace the first rule put in place in July of this year while DOE works on 

a permanent rule. The Assessor’s Office will not be making reductions in value while the 

DOE moratorium is in a temporary rule status. At this time Kittitas County commissioners 

are attempting to carry on negotiations with DOE and development of a Trust Water Bank is 

continuing. Background information and updates on this issue are available on the Kittitas 
County website at http://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/response/200907-doegwwm.asp.  

Although reductions will not be made at this time, RCW 84.040.039 also states that refunds 

can be made for up to three years after the restriction was adopted. Once a permanent rule 

is adopted, the refund process will be retroactive to the date of the initial temporary rule 

status in July, 2009. Definitions in a permanent rule will assist in establishing our direction 
on value reductions.   

According to RCW 84.040.039, the assessor shall reconsider the valuation of the property 

within 120 days of the filing of a petition and must notify the owner if a new valuation is 

established. The review process will involve the same professional appraisal standards used 

in the yearly appraisals. All appraisers in the office are accredited by the Washington State 

Department of Revenue and are bound by the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal 

Practice (USPAP). 

The Assessor’s Office must thoroughly examine petitions for value reductions because 

reductions in property values may result in increased levy rates for taxing districts within 

the moratorium boundary due to the fact that Washington State property tax is a budget-

based system. Another reason that the petitions must be carefully reviewed is that levy 

rates are applied to all parcels within a district which means all owners will be affected, 

whether or not they have petitioned and been granted a reduction pursuant to the DOE 
moratorium. 

Being mindful of equity and in order to assure accurate reviews are performed, all facts 

relating to properties being petitioned for reductions must be gathered from owners. In 

order to accomplish this the Assessor’s Office is developing a petition form where owners 

will certify that they are within the moratorium boundary as well as other factors that will be 

needed to verify eligibility for a reduction based on RCW 84.40.039. When the moratorium 

becomes permanent, this form will be made available by calling the Kittitas County Assessor 

or on the website at http://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/assessor/default.asp. 
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